FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
bliss, based on simplicity of tastes, moderation in enjoyment,
steadiness of work, and the rigid subordination of personal
appetites to justice. . . . Such a poverty gives a clear con-
science, makes for good friendships, and leads perhaps to
more happiness than the luxury which maddens us as it goes
past/'1
Why, then, trouble to be a Socialist? Because under the
present system you cannot even be a man, you are a wage-slave;
and the uncertainties of existence make a decent moral life
too difficult for any but the exceptionally strong-minded. We
need social reform in order to get moral reform; therefore
any new social system must be more deeply rooted in morality
than the present order, and can be brought in only by moral
methods.
The. apostle of Socialism appears therefore as above all
the champion of a moral individualism which is inadequately
safeguarded by the capitalist system.2Progress is to him "the
free growth of mankind in righteousness and perfection,"3
and the test of this is the development of justice, which is " the
respect, spontaneously felt and mutually guaranteed, of human
dignity, in whatever person and in whatever circumstances it
may be jeopardized, and whatever risks are involved in its
defence." 4 However gloomy his outlook, he may be described
as an optimist because of his ineradicable belief and certainty
of moral progress and in the ultimate triumph of righteousness.
*           *            ******
Proudhon burst into prominence by his oft-quoted " Property
is theft/'5 and never managed to live down altogether the
misleading notoriety which the dictum gave him. Explain it
away as he would, he remained in public opinion the champion
1  Guerre et Paix, IV. ii., and Letters, 3rd October 1854.
2  Some question Proudhon's inclusion among Socialists. M. Dimier includes
him among the " maitres de la contre-revolution," and M. Rappoport calls him
" un grand conservateur m^connu." But, while admitting that he represents
a distinct type of Socialism, we cannot see how it is possible to, classify him
as aught else but a Socialist.
3 Justice dans la R/voIution, iii., p. 255.
4  Itid., i., p, 182.
5  In g#V// ce fue la Propriett? " (i 840).
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